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Open Table Worship 
Advent Service – Hope: Light in the darkness
Coffee & Chat
·  Which are your favourite Advent and Christmas traditions? Why?
·  Which Advent and Christmas traditions would you like to discontinue?  Why?
·  What new tradition might you like to start?
Gathering
All:  We are here.  We are who we are.
Looking into the Bible
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Sing  
Reflection & Conversations 
· Where is God, for you, this Advent season?
· Which Advent/Christmas traditions bring you closer to God?
· What dark areas of your life need the light of God? Need hope?
· What dark areas in our world need the light of God? Need hope?
Looking into the Bible

Job 11:18 
‘You will have renewed security
 because there is hope.  

You will be protected and take your rest in safety.’  
Conversations 
· Where in your life are you hopeful that you will grow in confidence?

· When has God transformed your darkness into light?   
· Where might God be calling you to venture into a new light, out of an area of darkness in your life?

· Who has protected you and guided you during a time of darkness?  How did they assist you returning to the light?
Sharing & Caring – bringing light into our world
Response: God of hope, shine your light upon our world.
Lighting prayer candles, quiet reflection & Lord’s Prayer

Communion Service
Invitation to communion  
The bread is gluten free and the juice is non-alcoholic.
Prayer of confession & words of assurance 
Words of remembrance: the communion story
Prayer of thanks
Sharing the bread & juice

Prayer of Thanksgiving   
God of hope and promise, 
thank you for your presence in our lives, 
today and each day. 
Thank you for protecting us from the darkness 
and uniting us through this meal. 
During this season of Advent, 
illuminate the path of patience, 
compassion and service. Amen.
Sing 
Challenge for the week ahead  

    This week, meditate daily on hope, and the things you hope for.
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